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IAYOR of ROCKFORD 
tackles EUGENE DEBS 


CIIOWD CHEERS LABOR LEADER 


litlhtr Reeru't in Texas—Former Populist 
Joint the Social Oemecrata— 
Capltaiittie War In the Philippines- 
Shabby Treatment of Veteran 


C u rre n t Not«a and Comment* 

Comrade Eugene V'. Debs, accompa¬ 
nied by Manager Rogers, stirred up the 
lUoally quiet towti of Rockford, Illinois, 
on the 8th inst., in a manner that will 
not soon be forgotten by the thousands 
who heard him. He had been announced 
(or a month before to speak, and as the 
county fair was on at the same time, an 
inunense concourse of people, estimated' 
by the press reports at between fifteen 
ind twenty thousand, assembled to hear 
labor’s champion, and the meeting was 
t tremendous success. 

Those having the arrangements in 
band secured the attendance of the 
mavor of Rockford, who, be it remem¬ 
bered, is also a salaried official of a rail- 
n»d corporation—one of that class of 
individuals with big, bulging brains that 
so many American wage slaves have a 
special liking for, who ride into public 
office with the intelligent voters’ aid, not 
because of any particular merit or abil¬ 
ity, but because under an iniquitous la¬ 
bor skinning system they have by some 
fortuitous circumstances become the 
possessors of a bank account and the 
owners of property. The mayor was 
down for a speech, w-ithout which the 
meeting would not have been.the entire 
success it turned out to be. Whether 
his honor is accustomed to public speak¬ 
ing we are not informed, but what he 
had to say the crowd in any American 
dty is accustomed to hear from the av¬ 
erage politician and well-paiil railroad 
official. And the theme of his address 
was prosperity! The country was pros¬ 
perous, the working people well em¬ 
ployed, and Rockford was especially fo.-- 
tunate, and" so forth, ad nauseum. . 

Comrade Debs followed Mr. Mayor in 
a two hours’ speech, thoroughly analyz- 
mg and exposing the false prosperity 
which, for political effect, had been de¬ 
scribed in exaggerated terms with the 
obvious intention of taking the ground 
from under the principal speaker of the 
day. But like most of his class who are 
ignorant of the subjects they presume to 
discuss, his honor found that when Debs 
began to shed'light upon the subject, 
to the intense and hilarious satisfaction 
of the immense audience, his own puny 
efforts were like the prosperity he e.\- 
tolled, a sham and a fraud. This sham 
prosperity was described as paying 
workingmen lower wages than ever be¬ 
fore and appropriating a greater share of 
labor’s product; it is a prosperity that 
substitutes women for men in mills and 
factories and then substitutes children 
for both. This it was doing right in the 
unusually “prosperous” town of Rock¬ 
ford, and in the great and "prosperous 
slate of Illinois miners are paid an aver¬ 
age wage of $l6 i)er month. 

The mayor’s "argument” was demol¬ 
ished utterly and having made the dis¬ 
covery that it is no easy matter to go 
up against a man who knows what he is 
liking about and tells the truth, the 
mayor became as obsequious as he was 
previously confident in his own diminu¬ 
tive powers. 

The press reports said Debs was called 
down by workingmen of Rockford and 
with their customary perversity tried to 
make it appear that his statenients did 
not meet with approval. As a matter of 
fact not a single wage worker uttered a 
word of dissent, and the speech from be¬ 
ginning to end was received with repeat¬ 
ed and vociferous cheers. The crowd 
was simply delighted to have some one 
come among them with the truth on his 
lips and they will not soon forget how 
Debsmet the mayor of Rockford. 


A veteran of the war of the rebellion 
living in Wisconsin has just had his 
hearing restored and this great blessing, 
thanks to the capitalist system, comes 
upon him as a calamity. It seems that 
the old soldier draws a pension of $22 a 
month and tliat when his pension was 
originally granted he got $2,500 in pen- 
-Sion* arrearages. With this money he 
purchased a farm and has thus been able 
to live fairly well since. Now that his 
^tifuing is restored the government pro¬ 
poses not only to stop his pension but 
•fso to get back as much of the $2,500 
•i can be gotten by putting up his furtn 
•ud other belongings at public sale. T his 
pauperize an old man and fill his 
Iwt days with bitterness, instead of pro- 
viding sunshine arid good cheer for him 
•• Would be done under Socialism. It is 
• merely technical point that is made 
•B^nit him, for he has only recently re¬ 
lumed his hearing, and was stone deaf 


during the time when he was still able 
to provide for himself. It makes little 
difference now he is so old whether he 
hears or not. Just contrast this case 
with that of Gen. Eagan, if you want to 
get a specimen of 1 Uncle Sam’s even- 
handed justice! Eagan was adjudged 
gpiilty by court-martial of the offense 
charged against him, and the usual pen¬ 
alty for such a case was dismissal from 
the army. Instead of that Pre.sident Mc¬ 
Kinley suspended him "on frill pay” fo- 
just enough years to bring him to the 
day when he can retire permanently on 
half pay. Eagan is now loafing and 
drawing his salary—money that really 
comes out of the wage-slaves who sw»‘at 
ten or twelve hours a day in exchange 
for a barren living. How cruel we are 
to'.some, how kind to others! 


The Philippine war is a capitalistic at¬ 
tack upon the rights of liberty loving 
people. It is not surprising, therefore, 
that all the low arts of the capitalist con¬ 
science should be employed in the work 
of subjugating the Filipinos. The infor¬ 
mation is now given out that Gen. Otis 
put up placards all over the island stat¬ 
ing that the United States government 
would pay $30 for each "insurgent” rifle 
voluntarily surrendered. .N’ot being able 
to crush out the Filipino’s loyalty to his 
own country by force of organized mur¬ 
der. he thought to buy them off, to 
tempt them with money. .And just no¬ 
tice the amount. Probably he made it 
$30 because it was with thirty pieces of 
silver that Jesus Christ is .said to have 
been betrayed, and he wanted to follow 
such a notable precedent. All honor be 
to the natives, for only a beggarly few 
were tempted by the despicable bribe. 
.And this sort of thing, you know, is be¬ 
ing carried on in the name of the great 
star-spangled, Fourth-of-July .American 
citizens, who glorv in liberty and believe 
in freedom! 


.Mr. S. J. Hampton, editor and propri¬ 
etor of the l''armer.s’ Review, Bonham, 
Te.xas, for many years identified with 
the people’s paityand chairman of that 
parly in Fannin county, Texas, has re¬ 
signed and declared himself for interna¬ 
tional Socialism and the Social Demo¬ 
cratic party. Mr. Hampton says: "Cap¬ 
italism is internationalism, lienee tlie 
movement against it must be interna¬ 
tional. The Social Democratic Party is 
international, and to my mind is the log¬ 
ical home for all men and women who 
have been earnest workers in the once 
great populist party, and all others who 
are struggling to be free.” 


1 lomeless and unable to gain a living, | 
Elizabeth Mc.Millan attempteii suicide I 
by jumping into the lake at Chic.ago. j 
She would have succeeded in finding I 
death but for the intervention of two 
men who saved her for more suffering 
in a society that fails to. provide her an 
opportunity to live. The poor have no 
chance to live and no right to die. 


Employes of the Dueber-Hampden 
Watch Company, of Cant-on, Ohio, who 
failed to march in the procession in 
honor of McKinley on his recent visit to 
the home of Mrs. George, have been 
discharged. Had an idea this was a free 
country, you know! 


The state employment offices in Chi¬ 
cago are still wrestling with the unem¬ 
ployed problem and the number of ap¬ 
plicants who fail to procure work in¬ 
creases. But the prosperity howl con¬ 
tinues to ascend.. 


.A Methodist preacher being asked 
how he would put an end to the Cleve¬ 
land strike, replied that "the police 
should do tlieir duty.” He believes more 
in the bludgeon than the cross. 

“My instructions are to let nothing 
go that can hurt the administration.”— 
Gen. Otis', press censor and commander 
of the American troops in the Philip¬ 
pines. 


"The Thirtieth regiment is off for Lu¬ 
zon!” and the campaign of hypocrisy 
and conquest continues—with the ap¬ 
proval of the Methodists. 


“Let nothing get out that can hurt 
us.”—Instruction from Washington to 
Gen. Otis. 


Rockville, Conn. 

The comrades at Rockville passed a 
most enjoyable time on Sunday, Septem¬ 
ber 3, when Branches 4 and 6 joined to¬ 
gether in a picnic, the proceeds of which 
went into the treasury of Branch 4. All 
kinds of refreshments were provided and 
many of the comrades entertained those 
present with songs and recitations. 
Chairman Lonergan, of Branch 4, upon 
invitation, gave a rousing address on So¬ 
cial Democracy, which was well re¬ 
ceived. R- N. 


SOCIAL DEMOCRACY 

IN NEW ENGLAND 


AN OLD SOLDIER TURNS SOCIALIST 


The Social Democratic Party a Common 
Subject lor Conversation —Intelligent 
Tradei UnionitU Among its Most 
Active Workers 


'*Tuurh*t4iae**«t Havrrhlll 

We were waiting for the train at 
Rockingham Junction, N. H., when an 
elderly gentleman was introduced to us. 
He shook each of us warmly by the 
hand, and told us what he thought of 
the ^cial DenuKratic Party. He apol¬ 
ogized for not attending the meeting 
held at Exeter the night before, his 
health preventing him. 

“But.” said he, "rm with you boys 
just the same. Let me tell you some¬ 
thing. young men. I’m an old soldier 
and served my country over four years 
in the war to free the slaves. I’ve voted 
the republican ticket ever since the war 
thirty years ago, hut when 1 vote next 
year my ballot goes in for the Social 
Democratic party. I’ve studied your 
principles and I believe in them. I’m for 
labor all the time, and the laboring class 
must organize their own party and vote 
for their own people, and I’m with them 
every time. I’m a Sociali.st and I’m 
proud of the fact.” 

A few moments later he said "good- 
by” and "good speed” and went his way. 

This little incident is related to show', 
which way the political wind is blowing 
in Massachusetts and New Hampshire, 
and, in fact, all.New England. The So¬ 
cial Democratic Party, its principles and 
its progrc.ss are becoming more and 
more common subjects for conversation. 
The people are talking Socialism. It is 
one of the live topics of the day, and the 
Social Democratic Party is its recog¬ 
nized mouthpiece and representative. 
For one to e.xperience this, to go from 
place to place, to inevt the grow ing num¬ 
ber of Social Democrats,,.to note their 
intelligence, their enlliusiasm, and their 
clear understanding of our principles 
and the purjioses for which the party is 
organized, is for one to feel deeper and 
keener than ever that the long hoped 
for party of the prolctairc of .America 
has conic at last. 

The most significant and therefore 
the liiost hi'pefui fact.s about the Social 
Democratic Party in New England is 
first, that it is a Socialist party of the 
working class, and -second, the confi¬ 
dence of the members of the party in its 
policy and its future. 

There is no (iiicstion or dispute here 
as to whether the workers can organize 
a party of their own, ha.sed upon their 
class interests, and comliict that parly 
in a iitatiHer consistent with the philoso¬ 
phy of scientific Socialism. Whatever 
doubt may exist elsewhere upon the 
ability of the working class to emaiici- 
piite thcm.sclves from their present slav¬ 
er}', no such doubt exists here. The 
workers have already disposed ot that 
questioii beyond any doubt whatever. 
Their party is here, they are strengthen¬ 
ing it daily with their numbers and 
ripening wisdom, they know what they 
want, what their mission is, and they 
are moving forw.'ird; each day becom¬ 
ing more cohesive and solidified, to the 
glory that awaits them and the freedom 
which should be theirs. 

The conditions in the N’ew England 
mill and factory towns justify the exist¬ 
ence of a working class Socialist party. 
Here the line of demarcation between 
the employer and employe is drawn and 
drawn tightly. Here the capitalist class 
in possession of the tools of industry is 
not a theoretical Frankenstein but a ver¬ 
itable fact. No powers of exaggeration 
are required to depict the iniquities of 
our industrial system. The factory and 
mill, equipped with the improved ma¬ 
chinery, clangs with strident bells, hun¬ 
dreds, yes, thousands of employes to and 
from their task of earning a living, by 
the grace and privilege of a few.' The 
evolution of industfy has reached the 
capitalistic stage in New England and 
the natural and logical result has been 
the birth of a working class party, 
pledged to the abolition of capitalism 
and the establishment of Socialism. 

What also could be more natural than 
to see the active members in the eco¬ 
nomic organizations of the workers— 
the trades unions—become also the most 
active and intelligent members of the 
working class Socialist party? This is 
the case here in Massachusetts. Wher¬ 
ever trades unions exist there invariably 
•will be found the Social Democratic 
Party, organized and directed by trades 
unionists. Our party owes its strength 
and stability to the fact that workers 
who are conscious of their class interests 
being political as well as economic, have 
been among its chief promoters and sup¬ 
porters from its inception to the present 
day. No stronger endorsement of the 


wisdom of the policy of the Social Dem¬ 
ocratic Party can be given or desired. 

Tile confidence of our members in the 
■ party is not ill-timed nor unwise. They 
know that it is organized on the right 
basis, first of all. Then the adherence to 
an uncompromising, straightforward at¬ 
titude toward other political parties and 
organizations gives them reason to be¬ 
lieve in the party. There is no confu¬ 
sion, no sidetracking, no misleading. 
They have a certain goal to reach and 
to reach that goal a certain definite pol¬ 
icy to pursue. That policy is being fol¬ 
lowed and the goal is already in sight. 

Another reason for this confidence 
comes from the fact that every member 
of the party so far elected to office, from 
the highest to the lowest, has filled their 
respective positions capably, honestly 
ami with credit to the cause. It is a 
matter for congratulation that such is 
the case, and if this continues to be the 
rule fand there is no good reason why it 
shouldn’t) the progress of the movement 
in the next few years will he astonishing. 

Of the prospects for the party in the 
coining election, it is perhaps too early 
to write, and this can be dwelt upon at 
greater length hereafter. That there will 
he a large increase in the vote through¬ 
out the Slate goes without saying, and 
it is probable four or five representatives 
will occupy seats in the legislature in¬ 
stead of two. Mayor Chase will be re¬ 
elected with an increased majority, even 
if, as is probable, the two old parties 
unite to defeat hint. This will not pre¬ 
vent the hoys front putting up a strong 
fight and making tlie campaign wariii 
for the other fellows. 

Socialisiii. in its ideal, stands for all 
that is beautiful and true in art and na¬ 
ture, aii<l ideals iitay he born, but they 
never reach fruition where naught is 
heautifii! and where truth is unknown. 
Ideals have souls, which can be dwarfed 
and cnislied as can those of luinian be¬ 
ings when light and hope are denied 
tlteni. .A beautiful ideal, to be realized, 
iiiust find congeniality in an atmosphere I 
where it will flourish and not fade. Born 
of the misery and suffering of the Itu- 
niati race, the Socialist ideal would with¬ 
er and die if left to struggle in the dirt 
and .s<|naIor of the city slnnt. Could 
anything then be more fitting than to 
have the Socialist ideal show signs of 
practical realization here in N’ew Eng¬ 
land, where the broad landscape and 
pure air, blotterl anil sullied only with 
the ugly factory and iiS uglier smoke, 
speaks nature at its loveliest and its 
best.' .Ainong snell surroundings we 
can confidently c.xpect the practical 
iii'iveinent for the consniiiniation of our 
ideal to be oi Itealtlii" growth and car¬ 
ried fonvard with the inie spirit. .New 
England, liislorieall}. naturally and log¬ 
ically. should be anil is the leader in the 
battle for the new. emancipation. 

1 laverhill, .Mass. ’ronelistone. 


UcniiiiKM-atioii of (•oiiiiis 

'file tisnal answer (that given by Mr. 
.Bellaniy) to the qneslion oi the reiunite- 
ratioii oi genius, is that inventions are 
the result oi a .series oi iireliiiiinary ei- 
forts b} iornier iiivenlors, to whom the 
last or successini inventor ntnkes no re¬ 
turn, atiil wdio derive no benefit front his 
success. An invention is tints a social, 
rather than iitdividnal product, and 
therefore society generally should reap 
the reward. 

A better answer, we think, lies in the 
fact that, wealth is not, as is generally 
assumed, a harniless possession—and so 
a fitting reward to be enjoyed with a 
clear conscience by any one who can 
get it. Wealth is power. It is a power 
over the lives and labor of other men. 
The greater the disproportion between 
wealth on one hand and want of it on 
the other, the greater the pressure power 
or leverage of wealth. In ancient times 
it was customary to reward conquerors 
with presents of slaves. We do not, to 
be sure, today reward our conquerors or 
inventors with slaves directly, but we 
reward them with the means to buy 
slaves, which amounts to the same 
thing. 

In the old method Thomas Edison or 
Admiral Dewey would probably be pre¬ 
sented with a hundred Massachusetts 
mill girls or a thousand Nebraska farm 
vassals. We have ceased this practice 
because we have become convinced that 
to give one human being directly into 
the pow er of another is wrong. No in¬ 
ventor in the universe could invent any- 
. thing so valuable that we today shquid 
think it necessary to present him with 
human slaves in order fitly to reward 
his efforts. 

But what we do do all the time, quite 
complacently in our blindness, is to put 
into the hands of private individuals for 
various services—commercial, invent¬ 
ive, political, speculative—the power to 
control the lives and labor of others; or, 
in other words, the power to buy slaves. 
Socialists explain this clearly, and no 
one has yet been able to refute their ar¬ 
guments. —American Fabian. 


WOMAN AND THE 

SOCIALIST MOVEMENT 


CAPITALIST SYSTEM AND HOME 


Still Bound by the Prejudices of Time tm- 
memorial — The Hope of Freedom by 
Uniting Herself with a Wage-Slave 
— Economic Equality of Sexes 


Bjr ** 

'I'o tlie earnest student of history no 
epoch can be more fascinating, or pre¬ 
sent more interest, than this, our own 
nineteenth century; this wonderfully 
complete iteriixl so rent with the ques¬ 
tions of today, so promising in its prooh- 
ecies of tomorrow. It is difficult to clas¬ 
sify the various intellectual movements 
that have swayed the thinking world of 
our tiiiics; still more difficult to single 
out those, which, more than all others, 
are the true and unfailing signs of mod¬ 
em progress. Nevertheless, in woman’s 
struggle for emancipation, which has 
many advocates nowadays, we can see 
a most interesting phenomenon, and one 
which the Socialist can study with great 
profit, both to himself and to the niove- 
iiient at large.' 

To those who have even a slight 
knowledge of the philosophy of history, 
it is easy to assign a cause for this new 
awakening among the advanced women 
of the race. 

First, the wonderful progress in indus¬ 
try and invention which in the last hun¬ 
dred years has totally modified the face 
between the sexes. 

Viewed objectively, and with the un¬ 
prejudiced eye of the Socialist philoso- 
plter, this claim appears just and well 
founded; but a little reflection will bring 
the question forth: Is the modem wom¬ 
an the equal of the modern man? .Ag.ain, 
Will the cause of Socialism be benefited 
by the enfranchisement of the modem 
woman ? 

This is a most serious question, and as 
Socialists we must give it due consider¬ 
ation. It is an almost universally admit¬ 
ted fact that every man is the creature of 
Ills heredity and environment, and that 
the material condition of the individual 
is the basis of the moral and intellectual 
man. If this be true, and lew will ob¬ 
ject to it, how important is its bearing 
on the question, Is woman the equal of 
man, in this, our modem state? For 
centuries and centuries, women have 
led stunted and undeveloped lives, 
'ritrougli neglect and restraint their 
physical energies have been .so atrophied 
that to the women of tod.-iy, even the 
most ordinary and natural functions of 
life are attended with agony and danger. 
\\ ith few exceptions luir sisters are 
weak, enervated beings, products of the 
Ml tiering and narrowness of ages Most 
of the economic world, changing com¬ 
pletely the old conditions of Ihe, and 
forcing all men and women into a larger 
and less domesticated existence than 
lias ever before been led by hiinianitv at 
large. 

.Second, the giowtli of capitalism, com¬ 
pelling the women to leave the home 
and to enter the field of labor, there to 
compete with their own husbands and 
fathers. '1 liis change from a quiet, in¬ 
door life to the busy and active one of 
factory, store or office, has been the chief 
nte.-ins of teaching.’women how to think. 

I liirdly, the spread of education 
among all classes and the facilities fur¬ 
nished for higher development, to all 
who have leisure to .study. It is well to 
note, in passing, that the women of the 
higher classes have vastly more leisure 
than their masculine parents and social 
equals, who begin early and .stay late in 
the race of competition. 

•All these influences and many other 
minor ones which it would be useless to 
enumerate, have been at work on the 
women of the century, and they for the 
first time, thinking independently, and 
noting the achievemtnts of some indi¬ 
viduals among them, have come to be¬ 
lieve that the great question of the mo¬ 
ment is the emancipation of woman and 
the establishment of absolute equality 
of us readily admit that the brain, like 
the heart and lungs, is an organ com¬ 
posed of various animal substances. 
Such an organ is capable both of devel¬ 
opment and degeneration, according to 
the influences that govern it. If, in wom¬ 
an, all the organs have been weakened, 
it follows that the brain, the seat of 
thought and reflection, must likewise 
have suffered. 

This is strictly from the materialist’s 
point of view. Now from another; since 
the environment of centuries has oper¬ 
ated to belittle woman’s mind, how can 
one or two generations of but slightly 
better conditions annul the work of 
ages? And again, we are forced to ad¬ 
mit that woman’s position is not as fa¬ 
vorable to her present development as 
could be desired. 

The prejudices of time? immemorial 

(CoaAUMd om ■Mcoart Fac*) 
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ORGANIZE FOR 1900 

In almost every community in this 
country today may be found from one 
to a dozen Socialists who are not affili- 
ated with' a Socialist organization. 

fn almost every community a thor¬ 
oughly wide-awake and earnest Social¬ 
ist with a very little work could in one 
week effect the organization of a Branch 
of the Social Democratic Party. 

The platform and constitution of this 
party will be found on the fourth page 
of this paper; read it and you will see 
that the party is a straight, uncompro¬ 
mising Socialist party; it is recognized 
as such in the international Socialist 
movement. 

The triumph of the Socialist cause re- 
tjuires organization, without which 
nothing can be accomplished; the Social 
Democratic Party is controlled by no in¬ 
dividual nor by any set of individuals 
short of its entire membership through 
the referendum. 

The year 1900 will be one of great and 
far-reaching importance to the people, 
and especially to the wealth-prodiu'ng 
people of the United States; the latt... 
have surely by this time begun to see 
the futility of any longer following the 
old political parties only to find that 
both are subject to the influence and 
control of the capitalist class which lives, 
moves and has its being in the exploita¬ 
tion ol the working class. 

Socialists should have as their main 
object next year the polling of every vote 
possible for straight and uncompromis¬ 
ing Socialism, and to do this the volun¬ 
tary co-operation of every unattached 
Socialist in the work of organization, 
where he lives, is necessary. 

The Social Democratic Party is now 
organized in twenty-six states; it con¬ 
sists of Local Branches, State Unions 
and a National Council. A Local 
Branch nray be organized wi.h five mem¬ 
bers. . Wait no longer, but organize a 
Branch in your town._ Full instructions 
and all necessary supplies may be ob¬ 
tained by addressing Theodore Debs, 
National Secretary, 126 Washington St., 
Chicago, 111 . 

FRAUD AND FORCE 

Socialism aims at the establishment of 
conditions in which such a sorry specta¬ 
cle as that which France now. presents to 
the world wi.l be impossible. With no 
direct evidence whatever against Drey¬ 
fus, but with revelations that every day 
during the trial brought discredit upon 
the generals and the army, that unfortu¬ 
nate man has been again convicted of a 
crime of which he is believed by the sane 
world to be entirely innocent. After five 
years of torture, without being proven 
guilty, he is sentenced to ten years’ im¬ 
prisonment, for what? Simply and onlj 
as a sacrifice to the military hawks who 
have followed him; to maintain the “hon¬ 
or” and "dignity” of the army, which is 
without both, and to uphold the tyranny 
of force. 

We see in the present crisis in France 
and the shameful treatment heaped upon 
Dreyfus further warrant for'the anarchist 
propaganda. If France shall escape a 
whirlwind of passion as a result of this 
her latest shame, it will be a marvel in¬ 
deed. There is no peace for the world, 
there can be none, while justice is assas¬ 
sinated and the innocent suffer at the 
hands of or^nized force, the military 
arm of a nation. There can be no jus¬ 
tice while that force exists anywhere. It 
exists, not alone in France, but every¬ 
where else as a menace to freedom and 
a protection to the class which has its 
heel upon the neck of the workers of the 
world. The policeman’s bludgeon and 
the s ildier's bayonet are necessary now 
because of private property in the means 
of life. KiUin private ma-tiry over the 
powers of production and the gun and 
the bludgeon must be retained to hold 
the mastery over the producers in the in¬ 
terest of social pirates. Government by 
force is a necessary accompaniment of 
the private ownership of tSe means of 
life.. Fraud can only be maintained by 
fpree. The only relief for the people 
lies in abolishing the system which 
makes force necessary. 

Socialism by carrying on production 
■ for use instead of profit would put an 
end to fraud and force. Speed the day 
) when SMKialism sltall be triumphant tlie 
world over. 


The King Cuu Du 110 Hurm 
By James T. Van Rensselaer. 

I was struck by a paragraph in The 
Herald of September 2,. which read as 
follows: “Occupying a public thorough¬ 
fare, Marshall t-ield', of Chicago, re¬ 
sponds to an order to vacate by retaining 
the use of the obstruction while he 
builds above it another three times as 
large, and the court and the people stand 
and look on while it is done. However, 
this thing of compelling wealthy tax¬ 
payers to obey the law is quite prepos¬ 
terous. Talk about patriotism and re¬ 
spect for the courts!” 

As I read 1 could not help wonder¬ 
ing whether the writer knew the true 
definition of law. Let me give it. Ac¬ 
cording to Blackstone, law "is tliat rule 
of action, which is prescribed by some 
superior, and which the inferior is bound 
to obey.” Lawyers tell me that there 
could be no such thing as law wi.hout a 
superior and i..f.rior. Therefore we find 
that law depends upon there being a 
superior and an inferior, and moreover 
it depends upon the superior being 
above the law. He, the superior. Black- 
stone tells us in another place, has "laid 
it down.” Now, if he has "laid it (the 
law) down,’’ it must certainly be below 
him, and equally he must be above it. 
Here comes a great truth, viz.: A su¬ 
perior being above tlie law, he is not 
bound by it. it is the inferior only who 
is bound. TTicrefore we may justly de¬ 
fine law as a rule of action laid down 
by a superior and which the infeiior 
only is bound to obey. 

Let us ask ourselves, then. “What do 
we mean by the term superior?” In 
earlier days it was claimed that the king 
made all laws, laid them down. This 
idea, by a legal fiction, still prevails in 
monarchical countries. The king by 
divine right making all laws is above 
them; therefore the king can do no harm. 
For contending for this in practice as 
well as theory Charles I. of England 
final.y lost his head. But pass on to 
the middle class republic. Here we find 
no king. Who, therefore, makes the 
law; to whom belongs the superiority? 
The answer is. Those who possess th; 
greatest economic power, in other 
words, those who possess the greatest 
wealth. Thus in the United States, to 
use the lines which Tom Moore long 
ago applied to us: 

"Where bastard F'reedom waves 
Her fustian flag in mockery over 
slaves,” 

rich men wreck railroads, bribe juries, 
corrupt legislatuies, buy seats in the 
United States -enate, and commit one 
hundred and more acts just as immoral, 
because by "the divine right” of posses¬ 
sion they are the makers of the law, 
while they themselves having laid it 
down are lliertfore above it. 

But 1 hear a voice in the crowd, com¬ 
ing from one who has read history with 
scaled brain and whose imagination has 
perchance never been developed, asking 
me, "What are you going to do about 
it? There have always been rich men 
and there always will be.” No, my 
friend, that is not true. There was once 
a lime when no one owned private prop¬ 
erty; when the world belonged to ali; 
when every man and every woman had 
free access to all the means ol produc¬ 
tion and dist. ibution whivh then existed. 
But there came a day when one man— 
perhaps several men—seized several ol 
his lel.owa as slaves, thereby creating 
private property by seizure, and made 
laws, laid them down, possibly in scll- 
protcction. Thus came the first supe¬ 
rior and the first inferior. Recall the 
definition given above, “Law is a rule of 
action laid down by a superior to gov- 
cin an inferior.”. History since that 
time has seen bodies of inferiors rise and 
break down or alter the law. The bar¬ 
ons of England made Ring John partial¬ 
ly admit them into the superior circle 
when he granted the Magna Charta. 
When Charles I., badly advised by 
Buckingham and Strafford and others 
of the same iik, tried to enforce his al¬ 
leged rights, England rose in rebellion. 
When Louis XVT. and his nobles at¬ 
tempted the same thing France rose and 
chopped off their heads. When George 
HI., fondly imagining that he owned the 
earth, pushed his superior claims just a 
little too far all America burst into flame. 
When the slave-owners of the South as¬ 
serted their “divine right” to hold their 
brothers as chatti .1 slaves the North rose 
and crushed them, and so it will be with 
our superiors in money, the inferiors will 
some day arise and say “private property 
being founded on’ seizure is illegal; 
therefore we demand that you render 
back to us tliat which is our own, for we 
claim to be kings and we can do no 
hartn.” 

- .1 . .. I 

Joiien <if Ohio 

Mayor Jones, who has announced his 
independent candidacy for governor of 
the state of Ohio, has replietl to various 
friends that he will not allow any con¬ 
vention to be called to nominate a full 
ticket, nor will he allow any convention 
to be mixed up in his campaign. All 
this suggests the question as to what the 
value of Mr. Jones’ activity in the polit¬ 
ical field really is. What is his true value 
to the Socialist movement? 

Mayor Jones'is a Christian Socialist, 
not a Social Democrat, although he did 
join the old Social Democracy of Amer¬ 


ica. His tactics since then have been 
such as to give warrant for the belief 
that he cares very little for the Socialist 
movement in the concrete, although 
anxious to advance Socialism in the ab¬ 
stract. Indeed, we may be even bold 
enough to say, though we say it in no 
ill-tempered spirit, that his candidacy is 
foMones rather than for Socialism. 

Ttie Socialist movement calls for sol¬ 
idarity on the part of its workers. It 
calls for unselfish devotion to the cause. 
Tlie Socialist who . disdains to stand 
shoulder to shoulder with his fellows in 
the faith, eating their fare and lielping 
bear the burdens, the discouragements 
and the inconveniences of the imper¬ 
sonal and collective fight against the 
common enemy, is, after all, only an 
oddity—a freak—if that word can be 
used in an inoffensive sense. The course 
Mayor Jones has taken, for instance, 
while it may bring success to him per¬ 
sonally, will do the Socialist movement, 
as a movement (and consequently those 
whose emancipation actually depends on 
the success or ill-success of that move¬ 
ment) precious little good. It will to a 
certain degree obstruct it, (or it will tend 
to confuse the lines of battle, conflict 
with and even block the way somewhat 
of the organization that is necessary as 
a precedent in the effective war on cap¬ 
italism. Delays are dange.ous. 

On the other hand, the benefits of the 
independent personal canvass are not 
large. His activity Will help to advertise 
Socialism just as every pulpit address on 
Socialism does, or just as the social de¬ 
velopment does. It will tend to dis¬ 
abuse the minds of people of false ap¬ 
prehensions as to Socialism, and that 
will do good. And last, and really 
greatest of all, success if it comes will 
flush the independent candidate with 
gratification and give him the opportu¬ 
nity of atiministering his office in a 
more humane and democratic way than 
it would be administered were some old 
I»arty politician to be the successful one. 
In this way. too. the Socialistic ideas 
will be made more popular and various 
reforms doubtless be brought about. 
Having been a seven day wonder, the 
eighth day will dawn, and then—and 
then, will anything lasting have been ac¬ 
complished? 

Mayor Jones is a righteous man, evi¬ 
dently filled with high pur])Oses, but his 
success as an independent Socialist is 
quite apt to attract the cupidity of a 
dishonest politician here and there, who, 
having no fear of a critical and discern¬ 
ing Socialist party to interfere with his 
schemes, will see a chance of playing the 
role of an independent Socialist candi¬ 
date for office, and thus run a new 
chance of getting at the spoils of office 
through the favor of a gullible public. 
Not only the interests of organized, mil» 
itant Socialism, but the interests of So¬ 
cialism in the abstract demand that the 
trained hosts of Socialism have some 
say as to who shall carry the conquering 
banner forward in the role of leadership. 
.Socialists ought to have the right—a 
moral riglit—to decide who shall repre¬ 
sent them in the battle at the polls. The 
integrity of the movement is dear to 
them. It would be strange if it were not 
so. Wayfarer. 


WOMAN AND THE 

SOCIALIS T MOVEMENT 

(CuooludMl from Fimt Fiic«) 

still bind her to a great degree, and to 
a considerable extent, modern condi¬ 
tions intensify these prejudices. 

At all times woman has been forced, 
through economic dependence, to seek 
maa’s favor. It is so even today. Now. 
the only way a working-woman can hope 
to escape the hell of capitalist exploita¬ 
tion is through marriage. This is the 
cause of that unpleasant fact, so discour¬ 
aging to the Socialist, of finding wom¬ 
an's hope of economic salvation abso¬ 
lutely disregarded-in her mad scramble 
for a husband. Too blind to abolish the 
conditions that oppress her, she thinks 
to escape them by uniting herself to a 
wage-slave, willing to take a double bur¬ 
den .on his shoulders. Hence her inter¬ 
est in economics is drowned in her eag¬ 
erness to obtain a husband. One mind 
cannot strive for two ends. So, in spite 
of cherished dreams, we find woman still 
laboring under the conditions which, 
since the very beginnings of history, 
have been stultifying and repressing her 
being, physically, morally and ’intellec¬ 
tually. 

Some of the leaders in the agitation 
for woman’s suffrage recognize this fact 
and use it as an argpiment in their favor. 
“The franchise,” they say, "would teach 
woman new duties, new. views, a higher 
life. She would cease to seel: her goal 
in marriage, but would strive to raise 
herself to new heights and develop her¬ 
self to a new individuality.” This sounds 
very beautiful and in some cases is quite 
true, but how quickly do the flaws ap¬ 
pear, when viewed in a calm and unpre¬ 
judiced manner. 

Were the right of suffrage to be grant¬ 
ed to every woman in the United States 
today, would her condition be as great¬ 
ly improved as these agitators for eman¬ 
cipation say? How many of the myriad 
women, working in factory, office or 
kitchen, have the time, the opportunity, 
or even the spirit “to lift themselves to 
new considerations, and new contempla¬ 
tions of the great questions of Ufe and 


eternity?” How many of our tired, fret¬ 
ted mothers, vainly endeavoring, in city 
infernos, to procure one breath of fresh 
air to poor, gasping babes, find heart or 
leisure left "to exalt themselves to new 
conceptions of the ideal?” It seems al¬ 
most an irony to propose such a thing. 

Evidently the woman’s movement, 
with its panacea of emancipation, could 
do very little to better the condition of 
woman as a whole. How painful this 
truth must be to every advanced but un¬ 
prejudiced daughter of the race, can well 
be imagined. Since the suffrage will not 
lift woman to an equality with man, or 
break the shackles which have bound 
her for years, is all hope gone? Can 
anything accomplish the miracle? Can 
nothing be done? Clear comes the an¬ 
swer from the Socialist. The degraded 
condition of woman, like ail modern 
evils, is one of the many dire results of 
private capitalisni. Consequently as long 
as this system exists, its deplorable ef¬ 
fects must also continue until a better 
form of society is inaugurated and peace 
at last dawns upon the earth. 

Every day the tide of Soci.alism rises 
higher, forcing capitalism to concede 
more and more on every side. One can¬ 
not view without awe and admiration 
that mighty international power,, whose 
avowed pledge is to work unceasingly 
until all private property in the means 
of life shall be converted into public 
wealth. When this is accomplished, all 
the bitter questions which torture the 
world today shall iie completely and tri¬ 
umphantly answered. The Sphynx ele¬ 
ment will drop out of the human' ken, 
there mBI still be the unknown but not 
the unknowable. Greatest of all will be 
the solution to the “woman’s question.” 
Socialism will place the sexes on an eco¬ 
nomic equality and as the economic con¬ 
dition is the basis of all others, it will 
not be long before woman at last shall 
stand on a complete equality with man. 

It is not surprising that the few wom¬ 
en who realize this rush into the Social¬ 
ist movement as into the only path that 
can lead them to freedom. Flow beauti¬ 
ful the day when the great majority of 
intelligent women at last see the light 
of Socialism, illumining the way, clear¬ 
ing all problems, removing all doubts. 
To man, the conception of Socialism is' 
an inspiration and an ideal; to woman 
it is more .even than this, it is her very 
salvation. 

What then in its turn is the attitude of 
Socialism to woman? Theoretically, it 
advocates the equality of the sexes, and 
demands the enfranchisement of wom¬ 
an. In so doing it but takes the logical 
and scientific stand which all the unpre¬ 
judiced must take, but how different is 
theory from practice! 

As has already been shown, the preju¬ 
dices of ages still influence mankind, 
and although some prominent Socialists 
have been able to overcome them, it is 
folly to imagine that the great mass, 
who enter the Socialist fold, can, at pres¬ 
ent, view matteis in the same light. "True, 
the Socialist movement gives woman 
the opportunity to work for a better day, 
but it does not, and cannot, give her 
present freedom. This may sound hard 
to the many feminine enthusiasts who 
come into our ranks burning with hope 
and beaming with the expectation of 
finding peace at last, but it is true, never¬ 
theless, and truth, though bitter at first, 
always proves sweet and blessed in the 
end. Let them not be discouraged or 
hurt that facts should be as they are, for 
in spite of all a great and glorious p.-om- 
ise lies hidden behind the gloom. See¬ 
ing how hopeless are modern conditions, 
realizing how little can be gained now, 
how strong and earnest should be their 
endeavor to hasten the coming day, and 
end the hideousness of our present 
night! 

Let our brother comrades try then to 
understand and appreciate the fearful 
struggle and great odds the women in 
the movement are laboring under, and 
may our sisters resolutely accept the sit¬ 
uation as it is, striving doubly for So¬ 
cialism, knowing that they “have noth- 
fng but their chains to lose, and more 
than a world to gain!" Nemo. 

The Essex county convention was a 
success, there being only two branches 
without representation. 'For councilor 
of the Fifth district Daniel Webster 
Spofford was nominated. The special 
commissionei s are one from West New¬ 
bury and the other from Newburyport, 
and as Lynn and Beverly were not rep¬ 
resented it was tliought proper for them 
to fill the nominations of register of pro¬ 
bate and county commissioner, respect¬ 
ively. A county committee was chosen, 
consisting of one member from each 
branch prc.sent. The committee is as 
follows: Chas. W. Greene, Amesbury, 
chairman; J. W. Bailey, Merrimacpjrt, 
secretary; T. C. Tracy, Georgetown; S. 
H. Noyes, Newburvport; Walter S 
Morse, Haverhill; Patrick Curley, West 
Newbury. All branches of Essex county 
are requested to at once elect a mem¬ 
ber to tile county committee and report 
to J. W. Bailey, Merrimaeport, Mass., if 
they have no representative on this com¬ 
mittee. Comrades Carey of Haverhill 
and Mailey. late of Nashville. Tenn., 
gave us short addresses of good advice 
and interest as they so well know how 
to do. Prospects are excellent for a 
gootl fight and results that will sutprise 
the country when the returns of Essex 
county are read in November next. 

Amesbury. 



I MERLIN’S MIXTURE 

Wanted — Meu 
Twas the e'er familiar placard 
That for many days had lain 
In the dust-besprinkled setting 
Of the factory’s giimy pane; 

And I paused before the window, 

Whi.e a de.p and muffled sound 
Crept from out the massive bui.ding 
As the tireless wheels went round. 
Their allotted task performing 
As the web of work they spun. 

Never ceasing in their tui.ing 
Till the daily task be done; 

And the silent-speaking cardboard, 

’Mid the labor’s dust and din. 

Spoke the need of active workers 
III the busy hive within. 

"Wanted, Men.” A deeper meaning 
Than its printed face could show 
Seemed to gleam from out the letters 
As I slowly turned to go 
On into the busy city. 

With its crowded highways rife 
With the sights and sounds and striv¬ 
ings 

Of ' I c city’s hurried life. 

All around was din and tumult. 

And the-tread of many feet. 

Passing by in quick succession 
On the thickly-thionging street; 

And above tlie throbbiiig pulse-beat. 
With a deeper meaning fraught. 

Rang the factory-window message, 
“Wanted! Men of deed and thought!" 

“Wanted, Men!” Amid the tumult 
Of industrial unrest, 

W'here the idler is rewarded 
And the worker is unb!est. 

Comes the call for honest manhood. 
With a manly purpose strong. 

To assert its rightful justice 

And overtlirow the reign of wrong. 
Men who state their own opinions 
In the face of foolish rage; 

Men who ask a free man’s portion. 

And refuse a master’s wage; , 

Men with conscientious scruples. 

Who will dare to claim their own;, 
Men who fight for their convictions. 
And not struggle for a bone. 

"Wanted, Men!” From halls of learning. 
Where the philosophic plan 
Is to make a youth a scholar. 

Not an honest-hearted man; 

And the dust of ancient wisdom 
Shrouds the new truth at our feet. 
Conies the echo of the notice 
That I saw upon the street. 

Men who seek the truth, and find it 
In the lessons of today; 

Men who seek a common justice. 

Not an autocratic sway; 

Men whose learning makes them wiser, 
And whose wisdom makes them true; 
Men who strive to help the many. 

Not to glorify the few. 

“Wanted, Men!” In hails politic 
Where the legislators sit 
And applaud a party measure. 

Or a punster’s puny wit; 

Where a party cry is stronger 
Than a nation’s crying woes. 

And th.e people’s cause lies bleeding 
From monopolistic blows; 

Men who legislate for justice, 

Not with mercenary aim; 

Men who seek the common welfare. 

Not the gilding of a name; 

Men whose strong right hand is lifted 
To defend the weaker cause; 

Men who follow out their conscience 
In the making of the laws. 

“Wanted. Men!” In daily living. 
Whatsoe’er the task may be. 

For the whole world cries in anguish 
From its fetters to be free; 

And the message of the placard. 

With its silent need expressed, 
Should be answered by the doing 
Of our noblest and our best. 

Men who leave a private pathway 
To pursue the path of right; 

Men whose "genuine deserving. 

Is their truest claim to might; 

Men whose sturdy worth has made the® 
Higher than the upper ten; 

Men whose best and chiefest merit 
Is that they are truly Men. 

Merlin. 

Branch 2, Eighth Assembly District, 
New York, will hold a ratification meet¬ 
ing on Thursday, September 21, at S® 
Orchard street. Good speakers will ^ 
dress the citizens of the Eighth district 
Admisison free. Our headquarters are at 
291 Broome street, one flight up. Meet¬ 
ings of the branch take place every Frt- 
d.ny evening at the above addresE AH 
communications, to be addressed to 

Louis B. Paiewsky.'Secretary, .S 37 Ea*l 
Twelfth street. New York City. 
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ot Br»Ml* Me»Un«» Inxrted Cor Be 
^■OOlll. cALirOKMA 


iSr H»n No. l._ ^ 

M •f®JJ5nun^c*iloiui »hould bo dlr«c*ed to 
^AU^^^Sry. 116 Turk 8t.. Ban r'ram 

0»^ A..r>hMi Social Democrata ihrouxbout 


d to J. C. 
rancUco. 


Uninch No. 11 . ftlllwaukoo. WU.. mpou tho 
•ecviid \\r«liiVMlay uf eiiili cnoitih ot iho ottlco 
of the Wlocuiialn ''Vuroarto,'* iU Stole Bu 
ttiuiiyli 12 . khiwMuk<*v. iiicvto r»«r> nist end 
IbliU^ riiurml'jy tif vut-h tiiuiith ot IViyrlruo 
hull, ill Center otreel. oi I p. in. John Kueufer. 
oeiTelHry. 

kUlwniikte Ceiitml Committee of the Sncloi 
DemoiTMilr Puny of Ainerlcu meeto on tho 
hrul 6 lohiliiy of enrh nniiith at I p m. ohurp ot 
No. 618 lUtkl Wilier street. Knieene II. IliMinoy. 
Secretiiry: John I>*»errier. Troosiirer. 


Club, Baulh 

Ik* *^*2 ?*-h Oir. Preoldenl. C. C. Ford, 6X1^. 

5g,t?i.t’8«r.ury. 

CULORADO. 

Bronch No. 1 of the Sociol Demo- 
OfJJ^uJriy. moeu every Sunduy eve ot NVooU- 
uiij Wi6 Collfurnla street. Denver, Colo.. 

H. Clbbo, Choirmun; Hro. Ido 
LflcS) Becreiory, 17» WoohltiBlon sireeL 
****^* CONNKCTItUr. 

t (Conn.), New Haven, meeu lit and 
J’SJSidly In the month, at J62 Cedor Bi.. «t 
rilin'! CornoUui l&aboney, 166 Frank 

•L ILLINOIS. 

«f.«iinei of (Chicago Central CommlUee held 
second and fourth Wednei*du>o of 
2S J. H. Gr«f, olilca. U DMr- 

1 of llllnol*. Chlcaco, meet, every 
evening, 'rhonioo Klrwln. Secre- 
Krui Went worth avo. 

L Chicago. III., Bohemian, meets XU 
^^?£ soturtay evenings at Nogl i Htill. 605 
5fiVi!.53 Av/ Becrclory. V.cl«v Jell...!.. «» 

ChIcAAO. III.. niMi, Cu and «ih kl»n 
wirki rooniTi at Joa. Uundrda' i.l««. livO 
.c^Sacralary. Frank Ort. m \V. uih 

*imncb «. Chicago, mocta every nret and inird 
evening, the month, at 1,<I at. Lout. 
S^leJrtUry. Mra. Mury liorgan. Itvi Fu|. 

•’S.f^ch Na I Illlnola meeti Ind and 4th 8un- 
ail7oc"aMCb month at Frank Uingj.. II. VV. 
.treeT corner Jaltcraon atrect. Socralary. 

S5l cmapccka. « ““‘"o 81- 

Bmnch • (Oermnnl. Chicago, mecta every 
M ai^ thlid Baturdujr evening at « o clock at 
Efir, Hall. » Hlue Uland avenue, near l^h 
KL* Emil Tilly. «9 W. tut iirect. 
taJaiich *. Chicago, mcela at CunUgulal Hell, 
lUl and Morgan alreeta. every rtret and 
5ud iSlrada;. ft L Weetine. Sec y. tM Cen- 

INDIANA. 

Blanch No. «, Indiana, meat! drat Saturday 
ann^ and Ird Sun.lay afternoon of each 
IIlS“al Relehwelne Hall, corner Market 
Sid Nohle elreeia. Iiidlanapolle. 

HAHVCANU. 

nmneb No. 1, Maryland, mvaia every Sunday 
. 1 ^ m at eVrpenter a Hall. 5ut B. Balilmura 
ItML Public Invited. 

Brinch No. 1 . Ualtlmore. Md.. meele every 
.."It". .. 1 n m at III W. aermaii St. Secre- 
mry. h^rank Mareck, Hon N. Oay St. 

MAhS.ACliUHETTH. 

Branch 1 . Holyoke. Mau.. nieeta aeemd and 
fourth Monday of each “•“''H'-Ai, 

Tanicr Hall. Orgaiilaar, M. Schllcliiliig. to 
Jomto otrevL 



\ su b«Milon. All dueo and money* 

• the Biute Committee 

oncial secretary. A- McDonald, 104 Weet 
rlngtleld St.. Boston. All other correspond- 
M should be addressed to the corresponding 
Siury. Margaret Halle. 6 Glenwood St.. Kox- 

minnkhota 

Sranch 1. Red Lake Falla “‘""is 
y other Sunday In real 

Mweln. on Main etreeL Wm. H. Randall. 

^ MIflMOllKL 

JL I-oule headquarte^Room 
)urth 8 l Address all comrounlcatlona to 
v«i Putnam Secretary, hor Inforinwllon 
ncernlng ward branches Inquire at the above 

f”1!oule Central Branch compoaed of all 
Ember. In the city, meete 

ternoun. 2:30 p. m.. at Aschenbroedel nan. 

I Market 8l. Lecture and general dlMUS- 
in m every meeting. Public ,, 

Jranrh 7. VlUeourl. meet, every ‘“•"JaJ ^ 

1 . m. el 13t» Union ave.. Kanaaa city. u. j. 
ora. IMO W. -tlh ilroel. Sec. 

NEW YORK. 

Branch 10 (4 Aaa'n Dial.. N. T.). -J: 

y ui and Ird Wedneaday «f «•« K? lUnfr 

« rooms of The Voice of Cale.r. 107 Hanry 
. Jacob Paiiken. 141 B. I^iudway, Off- 
bide branch No. 1. 

try lal and lid 'Phurarlay al 111 Clinton ac 

branch Na 10 (4lh Aea. f^ich 

Mts every second and of*?!- 

ontii at the Club l4.>om# /f®. ' 

j," at l«T Henry street Nicholas Kosanauor, 
crstsry. S3l Madison str^l. 

branch II, Urooklyn. N.T. Head quadra 
Kiel luniticratlc Party. W •‘"Jil 

•v»r>w 111 Thursolay at 1.15 sharp. All 

liilarealcd In aodallam and Iha^ Soj^J 

MlVnii'and co'iii^rala with “• 
cal branchea In every. 

rm. Buiacher, ai rtuilwlge Die- 

Branch No. ». New \ork tJ* Assembly u»^ 
kt) morts 1st and Ird 

unih at KaulhabvF* Halle J*®Si 
Me New York CUy. Secretary, R. Hoppa, W 

Clt7^ Central Agllsllon Committo# of 
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Dubs ut 8t. Louis 

Comrade Hoehn writes from St. Louis 
as follows: 

Last night’s demonstration was a 
grand alTair. best Socialist meeting ever 
held in St. Louis. 

Please note the pleasant feature of 
the meeting: When he was tlirough 
with his address ■ Comrade Mrs. Phil. 
Miller stepped up to "Gene” and in the 
name of the Socialist women of St. 
Louis presented to him a splendidly 
bound copy of Whittier’s complete poet¬ 
ical works, together with a superb bou¬ 
quet 01 fine pinks and red roses. You 
can imagine. "Gene’s” happy face when 
receiving these tokens of remembrance 
of a niemoiable meeting of Socialists 
and workingmen. 

The splendid book bears on the fine 
cover the inscription, in gold letters: 

*..• 

: Presenttd by : 

: SOCIALIST WO.MEN OF ; 

: ST. LOUIS, : 

: To Our Dear Comrade, : 

: EUGENE V. UEPS. : 

: ' September 9, 1899. : 

».» 

The St. Louis Republic in its report 
of the mceiiiig says: 

"WHEN HE HAD CONCLUDED 
HIS ADDRESS HE WAS GREET¬ 
ED WITH A WAVE OF PRO¬ 
LONGED AND ENTHUSIASTIC 
CHEERS, DURING WHICH NEAR¬ 
LY EVERY -MAN ON THE PLAT¬ 
FORM AND IN THE HALL, AND 
WOMEN, TOO, FOR THAT MAT¬ 
TER, crowded forward, eager to grasp 
his hand and congratulate him for his 
words. For a quarter of an hour he 
was compelled to hold an informal levee 
on the stage before he could disengage 
himself from his admirers and seek his 
hotel.” _ 

A Quincy Success 

"This is the happiest moment of my 
life,” said Mayor Chase, as he com¬ 
menced an address at Quincy on Sun¬ 
day afternoon, August 27. 

The occasion justified the assertion. It 
was a time when every pessimistic So¬ 
cialist could become ardently optimistic 
of the near approach of Socialism. 

As a sign of the growth of Socialistic 
sentiment in New England, and as an 
example cf Socialist enterprise in a local 
branch, the meeting held in Bellamy 
grove was a remarkable affair. 

The members of Quincy branch, No. 
21, with large aims and larger energies, 
decided, to have an open air meeting. 
They secured the use of laiid in the 
suburbs, and after a deal of hewing and 
hauling transformed it into "Bellamy 
Grove.” 

They built a large platform, a band 
stand, seats on the side of the slope in 
front, piped water into the grove, and 
erected a refreshment stand. 

They had huge bills printed, a brass 
band engaged, and served elaborate re- 
frshments free to all. 

There were fully 3.000 peop.e upon 
the grounds, and a more attentive, in¬ 
terested and receptive audience it would 
be hard to find. , . 

Comrade Carey’', razor-edge witti¬ 
cisms, and Comrade Chase's sturdy tru¬ 
isms captured the crowd. Each crash of 
applause, and they were many, showed 
that the granite of Quincy conservat sni 
was being seamed and fractured by the 
blast of .Socialist truths. 

The strong arms of the Quincy gran¬ 
ite cutters have not dealt their last blow 
at capitalism, and if this meeting be a 
first attempt, what may we not expect 
them to do in the future? Merlin. 

Notwithstanding ti e extension of time 
one month to enable all the branches to 
get in their vote on the conference rec- 
omnienda ions, many failed to do so, and 
every mail now brings in reports which, 
of course, are too late to be incluilecl in i 
the report. _ ' 

SujfRestlon About OrKiinlzntlon 

The Social Democrats may profitably 
scan those methods, of successful politi- 
: cal parties which do not relate to cor-i 
ruption of voters, insincerity of plat- 
I forms or stool-pigeon candidates. I re¬ 
fer to the methods of natural and healthy 
political growth. The vast mass of re- 
I publican and democratic voters do not 
1 belong to clubs, branches, sections or 

■ other associations of a political nature. 

I Many of the men who are nominated by 
^ those parties for office in town, county 
[ and state do not belong to such clubs, 

• and yet they participate in the party 
I caucuses nominated for office and by 
; the party supported at the polls. 

The Social Democratic Party is 
: young, hut vigorous and virile. _ It has 

■ not become a party of mere theorists and 


doctrinaires, and it is pertinent to point 
out ways by which tlie patty may be so 
popularized that it will take practical 
hold of tlie machinery oi government 
and become an acting body insiead of a 
theorizing cult. 

If the party is to do this it must adopt 
a liberal and easy plan of local organiza¬ 
tion. Our S. D. P. branches are all 
right and must be rapidly extended to 
maintain the general organization of the 
■party, but in niy opinion we need some¬ 
thing in addition in the nature of auxil¬ 
iary clubs, the members of which should 
sign an agreement to act with and build 
up the Social Democratic Party, endors¬ 
ing Us political platform and the.eby be¬ 
coming competent to call and conduct 
caucuses and eligible to nomination for 
office upon the party ticket. Each sign¬ 
er of the club roll should pay 50 cents 
to the organizir and receive a member¬ 
ship subscription receipt for the party or¬ 
gan for one year. I'iach club should se¬ 
lect a chairman and secretary, who 
should keep the membership roll and 
call all caucuses of the party in towns 
and wards where no regular branch is 
organized, and from time to time secure 
and forward to the slate organizer of the 
party additional subscribing members 
and renewals and such other subscrip¬ 
tions as possible. Social Democrats are 
not interested in keeping their party 
small. We want a milUon votes in 1900. 
A liberal and progressive policy will se¬ 
cure them without sacrificing a single 
plank in our platform. S. F. Clallin. 

Manchester, N. H. 

Joint Jleeliiig ill New York 

A joint meeting of the branches of 
the Social Democratic Party of Greater 
New York was held on August 28, 1899, 
al Wiizig's hall, 85 East Fourth street,- 
for the purjiose of taking action on the 
invitation extended to the S. D. P. by 
the newiy organized Independent Labor 
Party of New Yoik to send delegates to 
its conference. The meeting was well 
atleiuled. The foilowing officers were 
elected for the evciiiiig: \\'m. llutscher, 
cliairman; A. Geyer, vice-chairman; 1 . 
A. Hoursvich, secretary; J. Barondess, 
sergeanl-at-arms. .After a very spiiited 
debate, which continued until after mid¬ 
night, a motion made by .M. London, 
“that S. D. P. accept the invitation of the 


111 Greater New York 

The New- York comrades have been 
working and still are, like beavers. They 
have stalled their campaign and are 
making things in the greater city pretty 
lively lor their adversaries. 

'1 he Independent Labor Party, which 
has just been formed, invited the 
branches to each send two delegates. 
Immediately a joint meeting was called 
so that the delegates could be instructed 
as to what action should be taken by 
thorn. A set of resolutions was drawn 
up by the joint body to be handed to 
the 1 . L. P., stating our position and 
offering them our support, but at the 
same time informing' tlieni that we in¬ 
tended as iincoinpromising Socialists to 
hold our organization intact, and under 
no consideraiiuii to appear on the ballot 
with our canclidaies under any name 
other than the Social Democratic Party. 
The conference went into executive ses¬ 
sion and behind c.osed doors read our 
lesolution, and after much discussion, in 
which our delegates took part, decided 
to hand this reso.ution over to the chair¬ 
man of each district where we had al¬ 
ready nominated candidates, with a sug¬ 
gestion that they should endorse our 
candidates. We have entered the cam¬ 
paign in twelve districts and if the hard 
work of oiir comrade's counts for aught, 
should make a good,-substantial show¬ 
ing ill this polluted political city of ours. 


An official lias no more right to be¬ 
tray the people’s interest than a bank of¬ 
ficial ha.s to rob a bank. 

The peop.e should study and attend 
to their puoltc business as they should 
their private business, for the simple rea- 
json that the public business regulates 
just what they shall have for their toil. 

The man who has ever held office and 
has not used his inffuence earnestly and 
constantly for the saving of these specu¬ 
lative wastes is either an ignoramus or 
a perjured villain, and in either event is 
not-worthy to represent the people as a 
business agent. Upon this point every 
voter should agree as a matter of com¬ 
mon business interest, and if his party 
offers iiiifil candidates he should spurn 
the offer as an insult, and look elsewhere 
for an honest representative. 

When we use ou' brains to better pur- 
IKise we will get more for the use of our 
hands. Allen Henry Smith. 

Middle Cluss and tue Future 

The lowering of profits, whether by 
raising wages or reducing prices, is a 
measure which capitalism dare not, in 
its present competitive era, permanently 
resort to. l-lvcn .if the individual capi¬ 
talist here and there is convinced that 
such efforts on his part will raise the 
general prosperity by increasing the 
purchasing power of the community, and 
so "keep things moving," his risks are 


The West Side branch hai secured! to-'k’reat. Ins anxiety too keen, ns mar- 


headquarters and intends to have a f'"-' f®"'" 

grand opc.iing in a few davs. The com- 

ladcs in this branch have entered into I'""'" 

the campaign in a district which has al- >'»lcss he has a monopoly of h.s 

wavs been known to be a hotbed of re- .-i . . 

pubheanistn. All through the past win- , -'1 ‘;'!,o1h- ists. to be sure, can afford to 

ter and the terrible heat of this summer -f. 

they have been working bv distributing =*‘' 


literature, open air meetings, and in fact | 
every way possible to projiagate Social- ; 
ism in this district, and they intend to 
carry on such a campaign here so that 
when the votes are counted the common 
enemy will see that al last their hotbed 
has been broken into and sonic of their 
important plants turned into other 
hands. 

In a few days I shall forward our plat¬ 
form and the names of candidates. We 
have adopted the Baltimore emblem and 
it is the opinion here that being the best 
thing of Its kind in sight it would be 
well ii it could be adopted as the na- 


IndependeiU Labor 1 arty to co-opeiatc | ijo,mi emblem.— Oeo. hinger,Organizer, 
with it in the next campaign, was car- _ 


ried, with only four dissenting voles. 
Upon motion of Wm. Biuscher, who for 
the time yielded the chair to the vice- 
chairman, the following instructions 
were given to the delegates: 

(ij That in those districts where the 
S. D. P. has already nominated candi¬ 
dates, their names shall be placed in a 
separate column, under the heading and 
emblem ol the S. D. P. 

(.2) '1 bat tlie S. D. P. will endorse the 
candidates of the 1 . L. P. for such of¬ 
fices, for which no nominations have 
been matle by the S. D. P., and that no 
iurther nominations shall be made by 
the S. D. 1 ’. in Greater. New York. 


Suciulism V8. Spuculutive Waste 

It is not an uncommon charge, made 
by schemers and by people unwittingly 
influenced by them, that Socialism does 
not offer any definite plan of action, but 
works for demoralization, with a vague 
idea that maybe some good will result. 

in view of this fact may it not be well 
to devote a reasonable amount of time 
and space to details by which the masses 
are to be benefited by a change in the 


capital, so long a.s it is engaged in com¬ 
peting' again.st capital, can succeed only 
by means of the closest calculation. 

This conlirins in a curious way our 
cuntenliun in the last issue that the fu¬ 
ture is in the hands uf the middle class. 
When capital has htvrome consolidated 
in the hands, of a few monoixjli.sts, these 
gentlemen are sure to adopt certain con¬ 
ciliatory measures to keep the laboring 
masses quiet, and raising Wages will be 
among the most effective of them. Tlie 
old Roman conquerors understood this 
sort of thing very well and kept the peo¬ 
ple busy with war and work, alternating 
w-iih "bread ami circuses" freciy dis¬ 
pensed. The "piMjr,” i. e., the ranks of 
labor, have curiously enough compara¬ 
tively little to fear from the coming reign 
of monopoly. Much of the oppression 
which presses upon them now is caused ■ 
by that fierce corapaition of capital with 
capital which is going on alKive them. 
When that struggle has fought itself out, 
and the peace of monopoly has set in, 
they may well find themselves consider¬ 
ably' easier as to condition. It is the 
middle class that wi.l he ground to 
atoms in this struggle. The peace of 
monopoly will mean the extinction of 


relations ol production and distribution? them as a class. .-Y very few of the 


'J'o illustrate, let us consider the item 
of street' car management. 

It is demonstrated beyond all ques- 


(3)‘That'wc request the support of | tion that three cents faie will pay the ex¬ 


ilic 1 . L. F. for our nominations. 

A te.egram from -Mayor Chase, of 
IL-iverhill, in reply to an inviia.ion by 
the IndipeiuKnt Labor Farty to address 
the ratification meeting at Cooper Union 
on Scpteiilbcr l, 18199, was then read. 
His. answ er was that he would aiUlicss 
the meeting if the Social Democratic 
Farty of New York desired it. After a 
motion had been made and ca: ried to in¬ 
vite Mayor Chase to address the ratifi- 


pciise-of tlie operation of street cars un¬ 
der municipal ownership, pay five per 
cent, interest on a fair value, and provide 
a sinking fund ol five per cent, by which 
the investment may be paid; and will 
also pay a good wage for a fair day’s 
work. This leaves an additional ten per 
cent, for distribution between the pro¬ 
ducer (laljorci) and consumer, when the 
sinking and interest funds cease. 

' Hence it fo.lows that every rider on 
a street car at five cents pays two cents 


cation meeting oi the 1 . L. F., the meet- | p^j. ,|.jp cl-ius per day to specula 


ing adjourned. 

■ 1 . A. Hourwich, Secretary. 

On Historio Groniid 

I think It is about lime llial Flymoulli 
county, Massacbusclls, was licarsl from 
just to let the comrades know that we 
ate alive a.id e.xpcct to be heard from at 
the fall elections. Therefore the joint 
committee, composed of delegates Irom 
Cainpello, ■ Brockton, North Abington, 
Rockland and Whitman branches. Have 
decided to open hostilities by holding a 
grand open air meeting at island Grove 
in the town of Abington. We wish to 
announce that this is historic ground, 
as there used to be held here in days 
gone by abo.ition meetings, .and both 
Wendeii Fhillips and Wi.liam Lloyd 
Garrison have spoken here; so you see 
it behooves the Socialists to foilow in 
the footsteps of these illustrious men. 
There is some opposition to our holding 
this inteling on Sunday, as the park 
commissioners say it is breaking Sun- ^ 
day law; but we are going to hold the" 
meeting just the same, and if the au¬ 
thorities try to stop us, just so sure it 
will act as a boomerang and the old 
party politicians will be the sufferers. 
Rememl>er Sunday, September 17. 1899 - 
at Island Grove, in Abington, two min¬ 
utes’ walk from railroad depot; electric 
cars pass the grove. Al! comrades from 
branches outside of this district will be 
furnished refreshments free. Band con¬ 
cert at 12 m. by the Social Democratic 
band of Brockton. Mass., John Cox, 
leader. Speaking to commence at 1 I 
o’clock p. m., among whom will be 
Comrades Porter. Chase. Carey and Mc¬ 
Cartney. Everybody come. Admis'ion 
free. __ C. E. L. 

0«a •s*Uelt«UaM» |»♦r lor 

wo«ld 4 * woMtfon. 8 o«i«Slv«> 4 . Dajwf 


live waste. On a twenty-year franchise 
this amounts to $249 60 for each worker, 
factory girl et al. On a family oi (our 
workers this gives a grand total of 
$998.40. Consider this over the city of 
Chicago and an idea may be had oi why 
Y’erkes could afford to buy the city 
council and the mayor for a twenty-year 
franchise, if he could. 

This sum is a contribution from those 
who live by their toil to watered stock 
speculators and their political hirelings, 
who violate their oath and betray the 
people into the hands of speculating 
drones. 

In the matter of the average gas fran¬ 
chise, fully one-half goes to speculative 
waste. Tims a family paying $3 per 
month for gas pays $360 needlessly on :i 
twentv-year gas franchise. 

The same conditions exist through a 
long list of grievances. And these are 
the direct cause of the separation of p- 
cicty into the two classes—the very rich 
and the very poor. 

If these speculative wastes can be 
slopped and the savings properly distrib¬ 
uted between the producer (laborer) and 
the consumer (a laboier in some other 
commodity), we hive thereby a practical 
co-operative Socialism. This is what the 
nuinicipal ownership plank in a. platform 
means, except where it is used as a de¬ 
ception to catch votes. YVhen it i.s made 
operative through the different indus¬ 
tries the result will be most beneficent 
and gratifying. 

With just and well-defined objects a 
political party can go before the peop'e 
and in time gain a majority and place 
their measure upon the statute books. 
\V^en tliat majority is gained it can 
maintain its ground, having justice, a 
majoritv and the law in its favor. 

To this end every true AmeriMU 
should work, until criminals in office 
may be made to wear striped clothes. 


shrewdest and strongest will become 
monopolists, the remainder will dc.scend, 
struggling frantically to the last, into the 
ranks of the propcrtyles.s. .As we have 
said before, it is upon the awakening of 
this class in time to s.ive itself that the 
future hangs.—American Fabian. 


NOTICE TO BRANCHES 


The quarterly iliieH for the 
quarter eniling December til 
are 4lue at the heuilqiiurleiK, 
1211 WaNliiiigtoii Ht., CliiciiKO, 
III.,oiiarbel'.ire Oet./l. I*r<iiii|tt 
reiiilltuiiee Ih of ibelilgheNt Iiii- 
portaiiue to iiiHiire the liitereHlB 
of the organization, uti<l the 
bruneheM are urgeil to provide 
for the eollectloii, which rbuulil 
be hegiiii at once. 
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SOCIAL DllOGRATIG PARU 


THE PLATFOKM 

The Social Democratic Party of America 
declares that lile, liberty and happiness for 
every man, woman and child are conditioned 
upon equal political and economic rights. 

That private ownerehlp o( the means of 
production and distribution of wealth has 
caused society to spilt into two distinct 
classes, with conflicting interesU, the small 
possessing class of capllalists or exploiters 
of the labor force of others and the ever-ln- 
creaaing large dispossessed class of wage¬ 
workers, who are deprived of the soclally- 
due share of their product 

Tjfat capitalism, the private ownership of 
the means of production. Is responsible for 
the insecurity of subsistence, the poverty, 
misery and degradation of the ever-growing 
mujoilty of our people. 

That the same economic forces which have 
produced and now Intensify the capitalist 
system, will compel the adoption of Sociul- 
Ism, the collective ownership of the means of 
production for the common good and wel¬ 
fare, or result in the destruction of civilisa¬ 
tion. 

That the trade union movemeit and inde¬ 
pendent political action are the chief eman. l- 
patlng factors of the working class, the one 
representing Its economic, the other Its po¬ 
litical wing, and that both must co-operate 
to abolish the capitalist system of produc¬ 
tion and distribution. . > 

Therefore the Social Democratic Party of 
America declares lU object to be the esub- 
llsbment of a system of co-operative produc¬ 
tion and dlstrlbuUon through the restoration 
to the people of all the means of production 
and distribution, to be administered by orga¬ 
nised society In the Interest of the whole 
people, and the complete emancipation of so¬ 
ciety from the domination of capitalism. 

The wage-workers and all those In sym¬ 
pathy with their historical mission to rea¬ 
lise a higher civilisation should sever con¬ 
nection with all caplullst and reform parlies 
and unite with the Social Democratic Party 

of America. , , 

The control of political power by the Social 
Deniocrallc i’arty will be tantamount to the 
abolition of capitalism and of all class rule. 

The solidarity of labor connecUng us with 
millions of class-conscious fellow-workers 
throughout the civilised world will lead to 
International Socialism, the brotherhood t)f 

steps In this direction, we make the 
following demands: 

I. Revision of our antiquated !■ eder.il 
Constitution, In order to remove the ob¬ 
stacles to full and complete control of gov¬ 
ernment by all the people. Irrespective ctf 

**2. The public ownership of all Industries 
controlled by monopolies, trusts and com- 

biD6B. I ^ 

3. The public ownenihip of all railroads, 
telegraph, telephone, all means of transpor¬ 
tation, communication, water-worlm, gas and ^ 
electric planu. and other public uillUlcs. ■ 

4. The public ownership of all gold, silver. . 
copper, lead. Iron, coal and all other mines: 
also all oil and gas wells. 

5. Reduction of the hours of labor In pro- 
portion to the Increasing facilities of produe- 

6. The Inauguration of a system of public 

works and (mproveraenU for the employ¬ 
ment of a large number of *' 

the public credit to be utilised for that pm- 

** 7. All useful inventions to be free to ull. 
the Inventor to be remunerated by the pub¬ 
's Labor legislation to be made national 
instead of local, and international where pos- 

9 ^National insurance of working people 
against accidents, lack of employment and 
want In old age, 

10. Equal civil and political rights for men 
and women, and the abolition of all laws 
discriminating against women. 

II. The adoption of the Initiative and Re¬ 

ferendum, and the right of recall of repre- . 
sentalives by the voters. i 

12. Abolition of war as far as the bnite.i . 
States arc concerned and the Introduction of 
International arbitration Instead. 

X.VTIOS.VL C'Ol Xf'lL 
NAME AND HEADQUARTERS. 

Section 1. This organliatlon shall be | 
known as the Social Democratic Party of ; 
America, and Its headquarters shall be locat¬ 
ed at such place as the Executive Board may 
decide upon. 

HOW ORGANIZED. 

Sec. 2. The Social Democratic Party of 
America shall be organized as follows. 

1st. Local branches limited to 5U0 members 
each. 

2d. State Unions hefore state convention 
of 1900 shall be compo.sed of one represciita- 
tlve from each focal branch: provided that 
branches having more than twenty-live 
memhers shall be entitled to a representa¬ 
tive for each additional twenty-five mem¬ 
bers or major part thereof, after which each 
state shall provide its own method of orga¬ 
nization. 

3d. A National Council composed of one 
representative from each state and territory: 
provided that states having more than 904 
members shall be entitled to a representa¬ 
tive for each additional SOO members or ma¬ 
jor part tbereof. 

4th. An Executive Board of live members. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD. 

Sec. 3. The Executive Board shall be elec¬ 
ted quadrennially by the National Council; 
have general supervision of the organiza¬ 
tion and be empowered to provide such rules, 
issue such orders and adopt such measures 
as may be required to carry out the objects 
of the organization; provided that no actinn 
shall be taken which conflicts with the con¬ 
stitution and declaration of principles. 

Sec. 4. A. National Secretary, Treasurer 
and Editor of the national organ (and such 
other officers as may be required) shall lie 
elected every four years, and their salaries 
fixed by the Executive Committee, to be ap¬ 
proved by the direct vote of the mnmbers 
through the referendum. 

Sec. 6. Members of the Executive Board 
shall receive no'compensatlon for their ser¬ 
vices. They shall hold stated meetings on 
the second Tuesday in Hay of each year, and 
such special meetings as may be required. 

Sec. 6. A majority of the Board shall con¬ 
stitute a quorum. 

Sec. 7, Any member of the Board may be 
removed by a majority vote of all the mem¬ 
bers of the organlxatloo as hcrelnBlter pro¬ 
vided. 

Sec. 8, Any member of the Board, or Na¬ 
tional officer may be removed at any time by 
the National Council as hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 9. No member shall hold political 
office, except under the Social Democratic 
Party. 

See. 10. All questions not provided for In 
this constitution and all questions of appeal 
^11 be decided by the chairman, such de- 
lo be final and In foil effect Mpt*— 
■uerwlae ordered by the Board. 


Sec. 11. At each annual meeting the offi¬ 
cers of the Board shall submit complete re¬ 
ports of the transactions of their several 
offices and transmit a copy to each local 
branch. 

REVENUES AND FUNDS. 

Bee. 12. The revenue of the organization 
shall be derived from an admission fee of 
twenty-five (25) cents and dues of twenty- 
live (25) cents, payable quarterly In advance 
for each member. 

Sec. 12. The funds of the organization 
shall be deposited In such bank or banks as 
the board may direct and the National Sec¬ 
retary and Treasurer shall be required to 
execute a bond lor the faithful performance 
of his duties in such an amount as the Board 
may require. 

Sec. 14. The National Council shall meet 
annually on the first Tuesday In May at such 
place as the Executive Board may deter¬ 
mine, subject to change by referendum vote. 
The chairman of the Executive Board shall 
preside over Its deliberations. 

Sec. 15. The Nauonal Council shall con¬ 
stitute the legislative body of the organiza¬ 
tion and shall be empowered to enact all 
general legislation, subject to referendum 
hereinafter provided. It shall determine the 
policy, and do all other things required to 
carry out the general objects of the organi¬ 
zation. 

OFFICIAL PAPER. 

Sec. 16. This organization shall publish an 
official paper, under the supervision of the 
Executive Board, which shall be known as 
the Social Democratic Herald. Each member 
of the organization shall be entitled to a 
copy of the officlar paper in consideration of 
the payment of quarterly dues. 

Sec. 17. The columns of the official organ 
shall be open at all times to reasonable criti¬ 
cism and dlsi-UBslon of party matters by 
members of the party. 

I Sec. 16. The National conventions of the 
organization shall be held quadrennially on 
the first Tuesday In May, at such place as 
may be determined by the National Council. 

REFERENDUM. 

Sec. 19. The members of the Executive 
Board may be removed by the Imperative 
mandate In the following manner; Any three 
; members of the National Council may de¬ 
mand the resignation of any member of the 
i National Executive Hoard, by lillng a pHl- 
i tlon with the secretary of said Executive 
; Committee; and upon said secretary's neg- 
’ lect or refusal to act upon the said petition 
within live days after filing same, then by 
■ filing a petition with the chairman of the 
I said Executive Hoard, and upon the said 
chairman's neglect or refusal to act, b.v filing 
such petition with three members of the Na¬ 
tional Council, other than the petltlouers. 
who shall act as a committee for the purpose 
of receiving and acting as herein provided. 
Such petition shall contain a statement In 
writing, setting forth fully and at large the 
grouuus upon which the recall Is damanded. 
Such officers or committee with whom such 
petition is filed shall forthwith deliver a 
copy thereof to the person "hoac recall Is 
demanded. If such person cbs b3 found; and 
said person shall have the right to answer 
such petition in writing, which said answer 
shall be mailed by registered letter to the 
officer or commituc holding said petition 
within fifteen (15) days from the receipt by 
the person whose recall is desired of the 
copy of the petition fcqulred to be delivered 
to him. 

'1 he petitioners shall be served forthwith 
by registered letter from the officer or com¬ 
mittee holding the petition with a copy ol 
said answer, and-such petitioners shall nave 
the right to file, with such officer or commit¬ 
tee, a replication to such answer vlthin ten 
(lU) days alter leieliK. of such copy. 

Thereupon the said officer or committee 
holding said petition shall mail a comph le 
copy of the proceedings to the person wUcse 
retail Is sought, and live t5) days thereafter 
said officer or committee shall mail to each 
member of th? National Council a complete 
copy of all the proceedings and shall demand 
a vote of each member of the National Coun¬ 
cil thereon. 

All proceedings shall be open to .the in¬ 
spection o( any member of the National 
Council at all times. 

The time for filing the answer and repli¬ 
cation may be extended by the officer or 
chairman of the i;ommittee holding such pe¬ 
tition for ten (lb) days; and such answer 
may be amended at any lime to meet the 
allegation ol the replication. 

Recall of a member of the Executive Com¬ 
mittee shall not altect the stanuiug of such 
member as a member of the National Coun¬ 
cil. 

RECALL OF OFFICERS. 

Sec. 2U. The selection of the National 
Secretary and Editor shall be uunouncec! lor 
approval or rejection in the offielnl organ, 
the Social Democratic Herald, within lliieen 
(15) days from the selection of said officers, 
and each member shall have a vote thereon, 
to be sent by the secretary of his local 
branch to the chairman of tne Executive 
Hoard, the vote to be aunouuced in the offi¬ 
cial i^per and the polls shall close twenty 
(2U) days after the dale calling for the re¬ 
ferendum. 

Sec. 21. The National Secretary-Treasurer 
or the Editor may be removed or discharged 
by the National Council or the Executive 
Hoard, but if the said National officers shall 
be BO removed or discharged they may ap¬ 
peal the case to the members of the organi¬ 
zation by stating the grounds of protest, 
serving a copy on the chairman and secre¬ 
tary of the National Council and the Execu¬ 
tive Board, the same not to occupy more 
than two columns of the official paper, ais 
equal space to be given the Council or Ex¬ 
ecutive to state their sine of the contro¬ 
versy; the voles shall be mailed to any mem¬ 
ber of the Council or Executive Board the 
petitioner may designate; the petitioner 
shall be entitled to representation at the 
count of ballots, and tba polls shall close 
twenty (20) days after the date of the publi¬ 
cation of the referendum. 

Sec. 22. The question shall be: "Shall the 
action of the Executive Board (or the Na¬ 
tional Council, as the case may be), be sus¬ 
tained?" ajnd if the vote of the members dues 
not confirm thr action the petitioner shall 
then be reinstated. 

Sec. 23. The N xtlonal Executive Board (or 
any member of it), the National Secretary- 
Treasurer or the Editor may be removed by 
the members of the organization in the fol¬ 
lowing manner: A petition indorsed by 5 
per cent of the members shall be filed with 
the chairman of the Executive Board, who 
shall cause the same to be submitted to a 
referendum vote within ten (10) days; 
should said chairman fail to do this, then 
any five branches, by official action at a regu¬ 
lar meeting, shall have power to call for 
said vote and the same, after due bearing of 
both sides as provided In section 21, shall be 
taken. 

STATE CSIONS 

Section 1. Tbia organization shall be 
known as the-State Union ol tha So¬ 

cial Democratic Party of America, and Its 
headquarters s^l be located aa the union 
may determine. 


HOW ORGANIZED. 

Sec. 2. The-State Union of the So¬ 

cial Democratic Part£ of America shall con¬ 
sist of delegates reprinting local branches 
In this state, and shall constitute the legisla¬ 
tive body of the state. 

Sec. 3. The Executive Board shall consist 
of five members and shall have general 
supervision of the State Union. It shall be 
empowered to provide such rules, issue such 
orders and adopt such measures as may be 
required to carry out the objects of the orga¬ 
nization, provided that no action shall be 
taken which conflicts with this constitution, 
the constitution of the National Council or 
the declaration of principles. 

Sec. 4. The officers of the Board shall con¬ 
sist of a chairman, vice chairman, secretary, 
treasurer and such others as may be deter¬ 
mined, who shall be elected at such annual 
meeting of the Board and serve until their 
successors are elected and qualified. They 
shall perform such duties as appertain to 
their several offices, and for their services 
shall receive such compensation as the State 
Union may determine. The Board shall hold 
stated meetings In April of each year and 
such special meetings as may be required. 

Sec. 5. A majority of the Board shall con¬ 
stitute a quorum. 

Sec. 6. Any member of the Board may be 
removed by a majority vote of all the mem¬ 
bers, provided that ail charges shall be re¬ 
duced to writing and that the accused mem¬ 
ber shall be entitled to a fair trial. The 
Board shall be authorized to fill all vacan¬ 
cies. 

Sec. 7. Any member of the Board may be 
removed at any time by the State Union. 

Sec. 8. No member of the Board shall bold 
political office, except under the Social Dem¬ 
ocratic Party. 

Sec. 9; All questions not provided for in 
the constitution, and all questions of appeal 
from local branches, shall be decided by the 
chairman, such decisions to be final and In 
full effect unless otherwise ordered by the 
Board. 

Sec. 10. At each annual meeting the offi- I 
cers of the Board shall submit complete re- , 
porta of the transactions of their several ; 
offices and transmit a copy to each local ! 
branch. 

REVENUES. 

Sec. 11. The revenues of the organization ; 
shall be derived from such sources as the 
State I'nlon may determine. 


THE STATE UNION. 

Sec. 12. The Stale Union shall meet annu¬ 
ally at such place us its members may de¬ 
termine, in April. The chairman of the Ex¬ 
ecutive Board shall preside over its delibera¬ 
tions. The secretary of the Executive Hoard 
shall serve aa secretary of the State Union 
and keep a conect record of Its proceedings, 
submitting u copy of the same to each local 
branch In the state. 

Sec. 13. At each annual meeting of the 
State Union au Executive Hoard of five 
members and representatives to the Na¬ 
tional Council shall be elected, who shall 
serve one year, or until their successors are 
elected and qualified. 

Sec. 14. The State Union shall enact such 
laws as may be necessary, determine the 
policy of the state organizations and do all 
other things required to carry out the objects 
of the organization, provided that no action 
is taken inconsistent with this constitution, 
the constitution of the National Council or 
the declaration of principles. 

Lt)C.\L UKANCIIIkS 
. .\A.ME AND LOCATION. 

Section 1. This organization, located at 

■ -, County of-, shall he known as 

1-ocal Branch .No.-of-of the So¬ 

cial Democratic Party of America, and shall 
bold a charier duly issued by the National 
Council; which’ may be suspended or re¬ 
claimed by the National Executive Hoard In 
case of Violation of the laws, ■principles or 
regulations of the organization. 

ME.MHERSHIP. 

Sec. 2. Any reputable person subscribing 
to the principles of this organizution shall be 
eligible to membership. 

Sec. 3. A local branch shall consist of not 
less than five nor more than add members, 
- members constituting a quorum. 

Sec. 4. A person desiring membership 
shall make application to a local branch, re¬ 
commended by a member of said branch, and 
If accepted by a majority vote shall be en¬ 
rolled as a member. 

Sec. 5. A member may be transferred from 
one local branch to another hy obtaining 
from the secreluiy a transfer curd and de¬ 
positing the same with the secretary of tha 
branch desired to be Joined. 

Sec. 6. A member in good standing may 
terminate his or bar membership by obtain¬ 
ing from the secretary a card of withdrawal. 

Sec. 7. Each member shall be entitled to a 
card of membership, such card to be fur¬ 
nished by the National Council and issued 
to members by tbe secretary of the local 
branch. 

DUES AND FEES. 

Sec. 8. The admission fee, which shall ac¬ 
company each uppllcation for membership, 
shall be sueb an amount as may be deter¬ 
mined by the local branch, provided It shall 
be sufficient to include 25 cents to be for¬ 
warded to the National Council. 

Sec. 9. At the close of each meeting the 
treasurer shall transmit to the National 
Council the names'of all members admitted 
ajt said meeting, their postoffice addresses 
and a remittance by postal money order of 
their admission fee. 

Sec. 10. The dues of a member sliall be 
payable quarterly In advance, on or before 
the first day of January, April, July and Oc¬ 
tober, In such an amount as the local branch 
may determine; provided it shall be suffi¬ 
cient to include 25 cents per quarter to be 
forwarded to the National Council. A mem¬ 
ber admitted on or before tbe middle of tbe 
quarter shall pay dues tor tbe full quarter; 
a member admitted after .the middle of tbe 
quarter shall be exempt for said quarter. 

Sec. 11. On or before tbe Sth day of each 
quarter tbf treasurer shall remit by postal 
money order the quarterly dues for the cur- . 
rent quarter to tbe National Council and 
each local branch shall remit tbe full amount 
due for the entire membership of the branch. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD. 

Sec. 12. The Executive Board shall consist 
of five (5) members, elected annually In 
March, and shall have general supervision of 
tbe local branch. It shall be empowered to 
provide such rules, issue such orders and 
adopt such measures, subject to the local 
branch, as may be required to carry out the 
objecu of the organization, provided that no 
action shall be taken which conflicts with 
tbe constitution of tbe State Union, the con¬ 
stitution of tbe National Council, or the de¬ 
claration of principlea 

Sec. 13. The ’ officers of tbe Board shall 
consist of a chairman, vice-chairman, secre¬ 
tary, treasurer and organizer, and such oth¬ 
ers as may be determined, who shall be elec¬ 
ted at each annual meeting and serve until 
their successors are elected and qualified. 
They shall perform such duties as apper¬ 
tain to their several offices and as the local 
branch may direct Tbe Board shall hold 
stated meetings in March of each year and 
such special meetings as may be required. 


Sec. 14. Any member of tbe Board may be 
removed by a majority vote of the local 
branch; provided that all charges shall be 
reduced to writing and that the accused 
member shall be entitled to a fair trial. Va¬ 
cancies in tbe Board shall be filled by the 
local branch. 

Sec. 15. No member of the Board shall 
bold political office except under the Social 
Democratic Party. 

Sec. 16. Tbe local branch shall bold meet¬ 
ings at such times as the members may de¬ 
termine. 

Sec. 17. At each annual meeting of the lo¬ 
cal branch in March, the officers shall sub¬ 
mit complete reports of tbe transactions of 
their several offices for tbe preceding year. 

JURISDICTION. 

Sec. 18. Local branches shall be subject to 
tbe Jurisdiction of tbe State Union and Na¬ 
tional Council, and the State Union shall be 
subject to the Jurisdiction of the National 
Council. 

ELECTIONS. 

Sec. 19. At each annual meeting of tbe 
local branch in March an Executive Board of 
five (5) members and representatives to tbe 
State Union shall be elected, who shall serve 
for one year, or until their successors are 
elected and qualified. 

BY-LAWS. 

Sec. 20. A local branch may adopt such 
laws as'a majority may determine; provided 
they do not conflict with tbe constitution of 
the State Union, the constitution of tbe Na¬ 
tional Council, or tbe declaration of princi¬ 
ples. 

TRIALS. 

Sec. 21. Any member violating the laws 
or principles of tbe organization may be sus¬ 
pended or expelled by- a two-thirds vote of 
a local branch; provided that any charges 
against a member shall be preferred in writ¬ 
ing. and the accused shall be entitled to a 
fair trial. 

APPEALS. 

Sec. 22. Any member having been sus¬ 
pended or expelled may appeal to the Execu¬ 
tive Board of the state, and If the decision 
of that body is not satisfactory he may ap¬ 
peal to the Executive Board of the National 
Council. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Sec. 23. The conslltutlon of local t)rauches. 
State Unions and the National Council is the 
organic law of the organization, and can be 
altered or amended only by the National 
Council in meeting ass-*mbled or by the 
general organization through the Initiative 
and Referendum. 

INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM. 

Sec. 24. Upon application of 5 per cent of 
the membership any matter relating to the 
amendment of the constitution, the calling 
of a special meeting of a State Union or the 
National Council, or the removal of an o - 
car, state or national, shall be submitted to ■ 
a direct vote of the membership, through the i 
Initiative and Referendum and a majority 
v<ite shall determine the result. I 
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100 ” “ •• •• M •• M ^jQff 

126 ** “ ” “ “ •• ” 6JS 

250 “ *• ** ** •* •• •• iiM 

600 “ •• “ •• •• a*' »• 25 JB 

AddroM, APPEAL TO KBASON. Girard. Kam 


Pacifio Coast Socialists 


Life Inrarance effected by mall in any part 
pfi^cnaotry. Fire loMiranee attended to 
in Greater Mew York and New irrvey. 

e Katcera fiu MEW TOEK. 


BRANGH SUPPLIES 

Cbartent.^2.00 

Meml>en<blpCar(lH(per 100 ). 1.00 

MBiubentbip Appllpailons (100). .25 

Send ordera with cash to Theodore 
Debs, 126 Wasbiii^ti St., Chicago. 
2fo mippUes sent on credit. 


I Books on economic sabjecta can be ordered to Ton 
j edeantege from tbe Burauu of SocUllat Utaxwtafak 
i BST'nrk Street, Sen Praocieeo. Cal. 

Following U a partial list of the worke of O. B. 
BENUAM. which we reeummend: 

History of ibePariaComaaoe of 18TL papereover« _ 

26 oente; fail cloth...J0.1I 

Ooepel of Diaodatent (eompUaUoo)...IB 

Snap Shots at Uapitalisn (coapUatloo)......6 

Story of the Bed Flag.... .01 

CriiDteof CapIteJlam.01 

G. B. BEXHAM 

*• Twfc .tTVOt, iM Fl—CM. 


«' ^ 




















